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On behalf of everyone at CapRadio, I am proud to share our Annual Impact Report. This past year 
has been an extraordinary journey for us, filled with both incredible accomplishments and difficult 
challenges. 

We told stories that enlivened minds and enriched our community. We expanded local journalism 
to help those in our region gain a deeper understanding of the place they call home. We investigated 
the failures of the U.S. Forest Service after the Caldor Fire, prompting a bipartisan group of Congress 
members to demand answers. 

While our impact and achievements stand on their own merit, they have been partially overshadowed 
by the serious financial situation that we currently face.

As we work closer than ever with Sacramento State to take swift and decisive action to get our house in 
order and ensure that we never find ourselves in this position again, one thing is abundantly clear: Our 
commitment to public service has not faltered — and it will not falter.

A rare and cherished gift for inquiring minds, CapRadio serves our community as a trusted and reliable 
resource that informs and educates. And we will continue delivering on our mission with the support 
of our community.

One of the last bastions of independent, local media free from outside influences, CapRadio’s public 
services are more important than ever. To our valued donors and audiences, your ongoing support and 
generosity will preserve the gift of public media now and in the future.

Thank you for your commitment to CapRadio.

Tom Karlo 
Interim President & General Manager

  “A rare and cherished gift for 
inquiring minds, CapRadio 

serves our community as a 
trusted and reliable resource 

that informs and educates. And we 
will continue delivering on our mission 
with the support of our community.”
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A Note from Our President and General Manager

Tom Karlo
Interim President & General Manager



200kaverage monthly visitors to 
CapRadio.org

78kfollowers on social media

20kaverage  monthly podcast 
listeners

3kdaily active users on the 
CapRadio app

380kaverage monthly 
broadcast listeners

23kopt-in newsletter subscribers

86%the percentage of renewing CapRadio Members 
who maintained or increased their support

65%the percentage of all CapRadio Members who give 
ongoing monthly support
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BY THE NUMBERS
Serving People in More Ways

Powered by Member Support

Source: Nielsen Source: Google Analytics Source: Triton



Elba
Elk Grove, CA

“  I depend upon CapRadio for news and perspective on 
the events of the community and political implications 
of actions locally and globally.”

Andrew Nixon | CapRadio
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As the number of climate-induced disasters continues to 
increase, communities are being pushed to make decisions on 
how to navigate current climate issues and prepare for what is to 
come. CapRadio focused on delivering essential updates to the 
communities we serve, allowing them to safely navigate issues like 
heat waves, severe flooding and multi-day power outages.

CapRadio journalists also educated communities on the 
far-reaching consequences of climate issues and fostered 
conversations around policy by sharing expert opinions, personal 
stories from impacted communities and data that provided 
audiences with a comprehensive picture of these events.

01letter from Congress members citing CapRadio’s 
investigative reporting that demanded 
accountability from the U.S. Forest Service. 

310,850
Source: Google Analytics

people accessed stories related to the climate 
on CapRadio.org.

54segments on Insight with Vicki Gonzalez related 
to climate coverage.

Andrew Nixon | CapRadio
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LOCAL IMPACT OF CLIMATE CHANGE

“Northern California was hit with all kinds of extreme weather, from 
intense heat waves to wind storms that toppled trees. But CapRadio did 
more than document these events. We pointed our audiences to immediate 

resources and brought context to the issues, digging into 
government response and the connection to climate change.”

Manola Secaira
Environment Reporter



116•

A warming climate means more frequent and severe heat 
waves. Last year, downtown Sacramento recorded the 
highest temperature since 1925 — 116 degrees. CapRadio 
helped Sacramento area residents stay informed, safe and 
healthy with details on cooling center locations, tips to 
help avoid blackouts and more.

Beyond important updates to the public, CapRadio 
reporters examined the long-term impact of heat waves 
on our region, including how they put marginalized 
communities at higher risk of repercussions due to 
inadequate infrastructure.

The CapRadio newsroom kept communities safe from wildfires 
with the latest evacuation information, updates on air quality 
and official information. To provide a deeper understanding of 
these fires’ true impact, CapRadio reported on stories such as the 
importance of cultural burnings, how wildfires create their own 
weather and why low-income communities are at a higher risk.

Additionally, a year-long CapRadio investigation, in 
collaboration with The California Newsroom, found that 
the U.S. Forest Service mismanaged a plan that could have 
protected Grizzly Flats from the 2021 Caldor Fire destroying 
more than two-thirds of the town. The Murrow Award-winning 
reporting was cited by Congress members in a letter to the Forest 
Service Chief that labeled the agency’s failures as “particularly 
egregious” and demanded accountability.

Atmospheric rivers devastated Northern California; they 
led to deaths, massive flooding, major power outages and 
$3.9 million in response costs for the city of Sacramento. 

CapRadio journalists provided important updates to help 
people safely navigate the storms and the damage they 
caused, delivering timely information on evacuation 
warnings, warming center locations and utility outages. 
CapRadio’s coverage also dove deeper into the impacts 
felt throughout our communities by speaking to residents 
in the Sacramento region, including the unhoused, 
to document and share the challenges they 
faced.

Andrew Nixon | CapRadio

Andrew Nixon | CapRadio
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Atmospheric Rivers Hit 
Northern California Grappling with Heat Waves

Wildfires and Their Aftermath

https://www.capradio.org/wildfires
https://www.capradio.org/articles/2022/08/16/stalled-us-forest-service-project-could-have-protected-california-town-from-caldor-fire-destruction/
https://www.capradio.org/articles/2022/11/18/members-of-congress-demand-answers-from-the-forest-service-following-capradiocalifornia-newsroom-wildfire-investigation/
https://www.capradio.org/articles/2023/04/25/storms-cost-sacramento-millions-heres-why-atmospheric-rivers-may-become-more-expensive/
https://www.capradio.org/articles/2023/01/12/thousands-of-homeless-sacramentans-remain-outside-during-these-deadly-storms-heres-why-shelter-isnt-always-an-option/


California’s Midterm Election

158,758average weekly listeners tuned in to our news 
broadcasts during our core midterm election 
coverage.
Source: Nielsen

51,135
Source: Sprout Social

views on 12 CapRadio election videos shared 
across social media platforms.

167,569
Source: Google Analytics

people utilized our midterm election resources on 
CapRadio.org. 

In the 2022 midterm elections, the Sacramento region voted on 
issues such as a new U.S. senator, the guaranteed right to abortion 
and whether or not to ban homeless encampments. To educate 
the region’s voters, CapRadio shared conversations with those 
most affected by specific policy changes, candidate profiles and 
breakdowns of what was on the ballot, focusing on the local level.

In an effort to make this important information accessible to more 
people in our communities, and to encourage active involvement 
in the electoral process, CapRadio developed a video series for 
social media and created a mobile-first digital voter guide. These 
resources helped provide relevant and engaging ways to stay 
informed and prompt voter participation on Election Day.

“Local government decisions directly affect everyday 
life. City and county elected officials make decisions 
like what public safety programs to fund and where 
to build housing. CapRadio staff worked together to 
provide our audiences with the important facts in 

even more ways.” Kristin Lam
Sacramento Government Reporter

Andrew Nixon | CapRadio
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CALIFORNIA’S MIDTERM ELECTION



Kristin Lam (center), Sristhti 
Prabha (below) and many other 
CapRadio reporters delivered 
integral reporting on local media 
races across social media platforms.  

Nicole Nixon (bottom right) co-
hosted a live debate in partnership 
with KCRA 3 between Kermit Jones 
and Republican Assemblymember 
Kevin Kiley.

Engaging Younger Audiences
As social media’s role as a source for news and information grows, CapRadio 
leveraged these platforms to reach younger and more diverse audiences. CapRadio 
created and shared content specifically for these audiences and platforms, 
including short-form videos, to provide essential information for Election Day 
and encourage participation. These videos primed voters with knowledge on local 
issues, such as what candidates could be making major decisions in local school 
districts and what key issues Sacramento voting districts faced as they prepared to 
vote for a new city council member.

Navigating the Ballot
To provide the Capital region with the information they needed to cast informed 
votes and to foster a more involved and educated public, CapRadio launched a 
centralized Election hub. This resource offered fact-based, reliable information 
and digital stories that provided deep dives into various measures and candidates, 
a voting location map, answers to common questions, a voting guide and articles 
that shared personal stories from the community about being active in the 
electoral process.

Insights into Local Candidates
CapRadio conducted interviews with candidates and partnered with KCRA 3 
on a televised debate with District 3 candidates, enabling voters to explore the 
backgrounds of those running along with their qualifications and policy positions. 
With a local focus, we featured candidates like those running for regional school 
boards or California’s Assembly 10th District. CapRadio also spoke to recently 
elected officials as they reflected on their anticipated contributions to their 
upcoming roles.

Andrew Nixon | CapRadio
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https://www.instagram.com/p/CmHNphIMDEl/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.capradio.org/articles/2022/10/10/sacramento-november-2022-election-voter-guide/
https://www.instagram.com/reel/Cj2_xq5jQ2R/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.capradio.org/articles/2022/10/27/watch-live-capradio-and-kcra-3-host-us-house-district-3-debate-with-kermit-jones-and-kevin-kiley/
https://www.instagram.com/reel/CjA_plvDIoy/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/reel/CkJCz9Qtz3G/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/p/Cj2_xq5jQ2R/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/p/Cj2_xq5jQ2R/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/p/Cic6qCFDQKB/?hl=en
https://www.capradio.org/election
https://www.capradio.org/articles/2022/11/07/havent-registered-to-vote-yet-in-california-its-not-too-late-your-last-minute-voting-questions-answered/
https://www.capradio.org/articles/2022/10/10/sacramento-november-2022-election-voter-guide/
https://www.capradio.org/articles/2022/10/27/watch-live-capradio-and-kcra-3-host-us-house-district-3-debate-with-kermit-jones-and-kevin-kiley/
http://www.capradio.org/articles/2022/10/27/whos-running-for-natomas-unified-school-board-in-the-november-election/
http://www.capradio.org/articles/2022/10/27/whos-running-for-natomas-unified-school-board-in-the-november-election/


In the past year, the region faced a growing fentanyl epidemic, a youth 
mental crisis and the end of California’s COVID State of Emergency. 
CapRadio journalists educated and informed our communities by telling 
stories focused on the people impacted by these issues, breaking down 
the legislative complexities and sharing important resources.

16segments on CapRadio’s Insight with Vicki Gonzalez 
covering the fentanyl epidemic, mental health in 
schools and COVID.

255,067
Source: Google Analytics

people accessed stories related to the health of our 
communities on CapRadio.org.

Jay Eddings, 15, with her father, Levi, talk 
about navigating change and continuing 
school after COVID protections ended.
Andrew Nixon | CapRadio

“CapRadio goes granular — featuring the faces 
behind the region’s most pressing healthcare issues. 
Above all, we help Sacramento residents navigate 
the healthcare system and clarify why things are the 

way they are and where change can be made.”

Kate Wolffe
Healthcare Reporter

2023 Impact Report 9

HEALTH IN OUR COMMUNITIES

Health in Our Communities



As fentanyl’s grip on the Sacramento region grew, so did the number of families 
battling the devastation of overdose. Going beyond the statistics, CapRadio’s 
approach to storytelling — sharing personal stories and community-based 
initiatives — helped show the realities of the fentanyl epidemic felt in our 
communities.

CapRadio provided educational resources on the life-saving drug Narcan, 
including where to find it, so the public could be equipped and prepared to 
respond during an overdose. Addressing demands for legislative action around 
the drug, CapRadio explored challenges faced by bills and reported on the first 
California murder conviction of a fentanyl dealer.

The COVID-19 pandemic exacerbated the 
difficulties already felt by students in underserved 
communities. Remote learning, pandemic worry 
and family deaths all contributed to a youth 
mental health crisis across the Sacramento region 
and California.

CapRadio shared these students’ stories, 
highlighting their obstacles. We featured 
organizations using holistic approaches to improve 
academic and emotional well-being. Our reporting 
underscored the need for comprehensive support, 
including healthcare resources and arts education.

California’s COVID State of Emergency ended on 
February 28, 2023. Through first-hand interviews 
and data on continued spread and financial 
impacts, CapRadio helped depict the evolving 
landscape and its repercussions on various aspects 
of life, including healthcare and food assistance. 
CapRadio reporters compiled resource lists and 
answered common questions, empowering our 
communities to make informed decisions and 
navigate these changes.
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The Fentanyl Epidemic

Mental Health in Schools

The End of COVID 
Protections

https://www.capradio.org/articles/2022/12/05/fentanyl-continues-to-take-students-lives-in-sacramento-heres-how-parents-and-schools-are-responding/
https://www.instagram.com/p/Cl2Jf9yubM5/?hl=e
https://www.capradio.org/articles/2022/07/15/students-of-color-at-one-of-sacramentos-largest-high-schools-share-unique-experiences-navigating-covid/
https://www.capradio.org/articles/2023/05/22/grant-union-high-school-alumni-champion-for-school-based-health-clinics/
https://www.capradio.org/articles/2022/10/13/the-wheels-on-the-face-mobile-bus-go-into-san-juan-unifieds-neighborhoods/
https://www.capradio.org/articles/2022/12/15/sacramento-art-education-group-gets-federal-funding-for-violence-prevention-program/
https://www.capradio.org/articles/2023/03/01/as-californias-covid-emergency-ends-sacramento-infectious-disease-expert-shares-reflections/
https://www.capradio.org/articles/2023/05/17/from-260-to-23-californians-navigate-the-end-of-pandemic-food-benefit-boosts/
https://www.capradio.org/articles/2023/03/03/calfresh-emergency-benefits-end-this-month-heres-what-to-know/
https://www.capradio.org/articles/2023/02/28/covid-19-states-of-emergency-are-ending-heres-whats-changing/


Andrew Nixon | CapRadio

Sharon
Folsom, CA

“Thank you for always helping me be better informed, 
more relaxed and more motivated to help make positive 
change in our world.”
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W

Andrew Nixon | CapRadio

Feelings of anxiety and helplessness associated with the constant feed of 
overwhelmingly negative and sensationalized news content have grown 
significantly over the last several years, and with them, the need for 
connection and community. 

CapRadio identified this need and increased efforts to produce locally 
relevant content that helps people navigate their daily lives and gain a 
deeper understanding of the world around them while offering a more 
positive state of mind.

CapRadio helped inform, educate and entertain audiences through the 
power of storytelling, celebrating homegrown talent, sharing interesting 
facets of the region and elevating voices from our local communities.

01newsletter launched to help those in the Sacramento 
region connect with the place they call home.

02new podcasts launched to tell thought-provoking 
stories and elevate community voices.

54,600
Source: Nielsen

average weekly listeners during our Women in 
Music initiative.

“Finding resources to navigate and understand current events 
can be daunting, so CapRadio worked to make those more 

accessible. And many Sacramento communities have long 
had their histories overlooked by journalists. Through 
the launch of the SacramenKnow newsletter, and other 

reporting, CapRadio journalists sought to elevate those 
stories and tell them with nuance.”

Janelle Salanga
Northern California Reporter

2023 Impact Report 12Life and Culture

LIFE AND CULTURE



As CapRadio focuses on expanding and diversifying our local news and information 
offerings, we identified an opportunity to serve people in the Sacramento region who want a 
deeper connection and understanding of the place they call home. 

Using an audience-first approach that solicited feedback directly from communities in the 
region, CapRadio developed and launched the SacramenKnow newsletter. Sent every Tuesday 
and Thursday morning, the newsletter provides a more personal and digestible way to stay 
informed, involved and entertained in Sacramento.

In each send, CapRadio’s Claire Morgan and Janelle Salanga provide an in-depth story and 
the latest information on what’s happening in the region, looking at what’s going on, why 
it’s important and how to get involved. Readers also receive fun tidbits about local legends, 
fascinating local tales and ways to engage with the editors.

69%
Source: MailChimp
average open rate
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NAVIGATING LIFE IN THE REGION

Claire Morgan kicks off the 
newsletter with a fascinating 
story about the pronunciation 
of Sacramento

Talk Soon!

https://www.instagram.com/reel/CwVoBB3r_Of/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.capradio.org/newsletters/sacramenknow/sign-up/


As the COVID pandemic entered a new phase and in-person gatherings became more 
commonplace, CapRadio addressed a growing interest in the community for live concerts. 
Activating the expertise of our music staff, CapRadio showcased local musicians and 
delivered local concert recommendations via social media and weekly segments on Insight 
with Vicki Gonzalez. The initiative helped foster engagement, bolstered support for local 
talent and heightened appreciation of the Sacramento music scene.

121,701
Source: Sprout Social

people reached with local music 
social media posts.

32
Source: Sprout Social

social media posts related to local 
musicians and concerts.
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Navigating the Local Music Scene

https://www.instagram.com/reel/CoP-M1EPgxm/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CnUaxLZrpOL/?hl=en&img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/reel/CloUaHHjjrC/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/reel/ClFdDLZJLRx/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/reel/CmNivjxMvm3/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/reel/CoP-M1EPgxm/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/p/Ce6rPAkpsMe/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/p/CpBKOW8yyk8/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/p/CplbeGVvgu0/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/p/CfwP0M3Mhq1/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==


Recognizing Women in Music

CapRadio partnered with music industry veteran Majel Connery to develop and launch A Music of Their Own, a limited-series podcast that 
elevates the voices of extraordinary women in music.  Through relatable stories and frank discussions with female-identifying composers, 
artists and creators, A Music of Their Own highlights the need for parity in the industry as well as the incredible accomplishments of these 
women at the top of their field. 

The six-episode podcast focused on classical music — an industry where only 12% of the music programmed by American orchestras over 
the last year was written by women. In a bonus episode, CapRadio partnered with Anne Midgette, the former chief music critic at the 
Washington Post, to examine the #MeToo movement’s impact on classical music, revealing the ousting of influential men in the industry 
due to Midgette’s advocacy.

2023
Public Media Journalists Association

Best Interview Podcast
Award Winner

AcademySTAY • Justine Cameron • Comcast  
Mary Fallon and Lance Berquist • Barbara Gardner and Robert Poeschel  

Jim Kirstein • Carl and Sue Miller • Tom and Hedda Smithson  
Laurie and Howard Webb

Generously Supported by:
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RECOGNIZING WOMEN IN MUSIC

https://www.capradio.org/classical/a-music-of-their-own/2023/03/06/classical-musics-metoo-moment/
https://www.capradio.org/classical/a-music-of-their-own/


11
Source: Sprout Social
posts on social media related to local women in music.

4 hrs & 30 mins
Source: Nielsen

the average time spent listening daily to CapRadio 
music stations during Women’s History Month.

CapRadio celebrated Women’s History Month with our Women in Music initiative. The month-long 
special treated listeners to some of the most influential and trendsetting artists in the industry, 
sharing more about them and their music with commentary from CapRadio’s expert hosts. 

Composers like Florence Price — the first Black woman to have her music performed by a major 
American orchestra — and Jessie Montgomery — a rising star who was the most programmed living 
composer in the 2021 season with 51 performances — were part of the lineup that aired throughout 
the month of March.

CapRadio also conducted weekly interviews highlighting local Sacramento-area musicians who are 
making a creative impact in their communities. The features were specifically produced for radio 
and streaming platforms (audio), social media platforms (short-form video) and digital platforms 
(written articles). The musicians included Deborah Pittman, Natsuki Fukasawa, Casey Lipka and 
Alicia Hall.

Since 2018, CapRadio has focused on raising the profile of underrepresented composers in a major 
shift to our music programming. As part of this effort, CapRadio increased the airtime of music 
written by women by 700% over the last five years, now making up 11% of our daily classical 
programming. Initiatives like Women in Music are designed to introduce even more listeners to 
exceptional artists and music that they may not discover elsewhere. 

“I LOVE CapRadio — thank you for providing amazing hosts 
who introduce me to the composers, especially women and 
composers of color, who have created beautiful classical 
music. I listen to CapRadio every day as I am working. It is 
absolutely delightful.”

Katherine
Gualala, CA

2023 Impact Report 16Recognizing Women in Music

Women’s History Month

https://open.spotify.com/playlist/7DSocoanJw9gPLmtFbdAiB
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-YMEObDtjL0
https://www.capradio.org/music/classical/2023/03/10/women-in-music-natsuki-fukusawa/


CapRadio’s Sarah Mizes-Tan used her own lived experience as the 
inspiration for the limited-series podcast Mid Pacific. Drawing on 
the questions and struggles she — and many of her friends, family 
and colleagues — experienced with identity, Mizes-Tan set out to 
discover how others navigate the challenges of living in a liminal 
space and what unites everyone in this broad category known as 
Asian American.

Through personal stories and commentary from people familiar 
with the AAPI immigrant experience, Mizes-Tan unwrapped 
the history of the term, what it signifies today and how Asian 
Americans can define their own experience. Sharing voices from 
the vast diaspora, Mid Pacific illuminated how food, relationships, 
politics and more influence the idea of Asian American identity.

280,000
Source: Chartable
downloads

Comcast
Charles Robuck and Trish Brandt-Robuck

Shiro and Asuka Suzuki

Generously Supported by:
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HIGHLIGHTING UNIQUE COMMUNITY EXPERIENCES

https://www.capradio.org/midpacific


  In 1964, Sacramento annexed North Sacramento into District 2. Local residents view the 
annexation as a poor decision, eroding the small-town governance that once allowed them 
to thrive. Instead of the water and police protection they were promised, they suffered 
neglect from elected officials and inequities in resources provided by the city, including 
basic infrastructure like street lights and sidewalks. CapRadio journalists spent nearly a year 
meeting with residents, listening to their concerns, frustrations and ideas for the future. 

Among these challenges was an investigation into the district’s city council member, Sean 
Loloee, for allegedly residing in a million-dollar home in Granite Bay instead of the district 
he represents, violating residency requirements. CapRadio uncovered nine police complaints 
of parties, stolen cars and a gun at Loloee’s North Sac residence when there were accusations 
that he was renting out his home.

This work of community listening developed into a series of digital articles, social media 
posts and a series on CapRadio’s Insight with Vicki Gonzalez to share the voices of North 
Sacramento and look at solutions they are creating.

40
Source: Google Analytics and Sprout Social

radio, digital and social stories published 
related to North Sacramento.

“The annexation was a disaster for us, it just let the potholes grow and 
let the poverty rise and the crime rate rise. … It was a place for the city 
of Sacramento to put everything bad.”

Bob Slobe
North Sacramento resident

2023 Impact Report 18Highlighting Unique Community Experiences

Local Community Engagement 

A statue commemorates the history of 
ranching in North Sacramento.

Andrew Nixon | CapRadio

https://www.capradio.org/articles/2022/08/10/a-history-of-underfunding-north-sacramento-residents-call-for-investments-in-community/
https://www.capradio.org/articles/2022/08/10/parties-stolen-cars-a-gun-9-police-complaints-at-council-member-sean-loloees-disputed-north-sacramento-residence/
https://www.capradio.org/articles/2022/08/12/it-takes-a-village-for-black-youth-in-north-sacramento/


The Sacramento Kings clinching a playoff 
spot marked a historic and exhilarating 
moment for the region, finally bringing 
an end to their 16-year playoff dry spell. 
People united in support for their beloved 
home team chanting “light the beam”— 
some even got tattoos commemorating 
the moment. Local businesses had themed 
drinks and discounts. CapRadio was in the 
streets to capture the palpable team pride 
and the ripples it created throughout the 
region.

Since 1939, Frank Fat’s has been a beloved 
dining institution and cultural fixture 
in Sacramento, and over the years the 
restaurant has played host to some of the 
state’s biggest political names — even 
being called the “third house” in the 
California Legislature. Frank himself was 
known to give the perspective of the local 
Chinese community, which oftentimes 
wasn’t heard. CapRadio reflected on the 
restaurant’s history, including its famous 
banana cream pie.

In her 43 years with the Sacramento 
Regional Transit District, Joyce Adams-
Watkins has done more than drive buses. 
The SacRT’s longest-tenured employee 
has learned how to be patient, show 
understanding for others’ situations and 
laugh at herself when needed. With Joyce’s 
story, CapRadio opened a window into the 
life of a Sacramentan who is at the heart of 
the city.

When Emily Autenrieth moved to Elk 
Grove, she was struggling to find places 
where her queerness and her son’s autism 
were fully embraced — sparking the 
idea for bookstore and cafe A Seat at the 
Table. In its first year of business, the 
space became a hub for reading groups, 
community events and educational 
conversations centered on awareness 
months and civic engagement. The store 
makes space for marginalized identities 
and people of all ages to be celebrated, 
and it even helped to organize Elk Grove’s 
first Pride weekend. CapRadio profiled 
this organization and brought attention 
to the role it has played in serving 
underrepresented communities.

King’s Playoffs

Frank Fat’s

Joyce Adams-Watkins

A Seat at the Table

2023 Impact Report 19Stories for the Sacramento Region

https://www.capradio.org/articles/2023/05/02/for-kings-fans-pride-in-sacramento-is-inextricable-from-pride-in-their-team/
https://www.capradio.org/articles/2023/05/01/frank-fats-restaurant-is-a-sacramento-institution-serving-up-asian-american-cuisine/
https://www.capradio.org/articles/2023/07/03/shes-driven-sacramento-buses-for-43-years-heres-how-shes-seen-sacrt-change/
https://www.capradio.org/articles/2023/07/03/shes-driven-sacramento-buses-for-43-years-heres-how-shes-seen-sacrt-change/
https://www.capradio.org/articles/2022/12/08/pulling-up-a-seat-at-the-table-elk-grove-bookstore-and-cafe-celebrates-first-anniversary/
https://www.capradio.org/articles/2022/12/08/pulling-up-a-seat-at-the-table-elk-grove-bookstore-and-cafe-celebrates-first-anniversary/
https://youtu.be/30XK_1Oq3zk?si=MwBEOcWSIf0HjJJZ


Andrew Nixon | CapRadio

Lana
Sacramento, CA

Thank you for providing thoughtful, fact based, 
independent journalism about local, national and 
international issues! I learn so much listening to 
your programs and they keep all of us informed of the 
changing events.
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After The Assault
The Society of Professional Journalists’ Northern California

Excellence in Journalism Award for 
Investigative Reporting

BURNED
The Society of Professional Journalists’ Northern California

Investigative Reporting Award

California Democrats can’t agree on how to use the budget surplus to offset 
gas costs
Sacramento Press Club

Best Daily Politics Reporting - Audio/Radio

A Music of Their Own
Public Media Journalists Association

Best Interview Podcast Award 

BURNED
The Society of Professional Journalists’ Northern California

James Madison Freedom of Information 
Award

BURNED
Radio Television Digital News Association

Regional Edward R. Murrow Award  
- News Documentary
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AWARDS AND RECOGNITION



All of us at CapRadio would like to thank you 
for your support over the years. Your continued 
generosity has helped us create more informed, 
involved and educated communities. We could not 
do what we do — each and every day — without you!

2023 Impact Report 22Thank You

THANK YOU
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MAJOR SUPPORTERS

Visionary’s Circle $50,000+ Announcer’s Circle $2,500+Producer’s Circle $5,000+

Benefactor’s Circle $20,000+

President’s Circle $10,000+

Jeff and Lisa Bader
Carl and Susan Miller
Joyce Ratner
Robert J. Slobe
Anonymous

Richard and Lynn Bergquist
Thomas and Wendy Birmingham
Glenn Bisquera
Alan and Madeline Brattesani
Buzz Breedlove and Susan K. Burr
Jean Brothers
Susan Caldwell
Debra Corbett
Ronald Craine
Charles and Marian Derby
Howard Dickstein and Jeannine English
Robert Earl and Nancy Conner Earl
Mary Fallon and Lance Berquist
Soyla Fernandez
Marcine Friedman
Jeffrey and Margot Fulmer
Barbara Gardner and Robert Poeschel
Helen Hammer, M.D.
James Henkel
Jose Hermocillo and Valerie Hawkins
Noel Hinde
Dorothea Hoover, M.D.
Phillip and Marilyn Isenberg
Dean and Marijane Jacobs
Alex Kelter and Mary Ann Misenhimer
Anne Kilert
Martin Kohlmeister
Margaret Kolar
Stuart and Mary Beth Lilly
Donald and Elisabeth Lyman
Clifford and Jerilyn Marr
Patricia (Trish) Marsh-Levin
Kristen L. Martin and Wilford W. Middleton, Jr.
Mary McCreary
Tom and Carol McGurk
Thurman and Beryl Melson
Bill and Brenda Newton
Mary Lou Nugent
Barbara O’Connor, Ph.D.
Daniel and Alma Paige

Dorrit Ahbel, M.D.
Richard Antoine
Ann Bailey
Debra Burnett
Joel Carash
Michael and Anabeth Connolly
Charles and Joy Conrad
Richard and Maisie McGill
Sterling A. Dalatri
Suzanne Dings
Patti Donlon
Donald Dorfman
Eric Douglas and Susanna Cooper
Roger and Carol Dreyer
Susan Edling
William and Judy Fleenor
Steven Gregorich, Ed.D. and Lara Stefan
Bill and Bev Halliday
Eileen Heaser
Lorraine Heneghan
Ronald Jurek
Clement Kong
Lena Ong Lem and Frank W. Lem
Richard and Robin Lewis
The Honorable Doris Matsui
Margaret McCarthy
Patricia Morgan
Gibbe Parsons, M.D. and Ann Parsons
Carole Pirruccello
Nikolas Rechtiene and Kristina Launey
John Schafer, M.D. and Rhonda Canby
Robert and Vicci Schlegel
Michael and Kristin Selby
Ian Simmons
Steven Tokevich
Joe Tupin, M.D.
Melody and Rebecca Walden-Pound
Dan and Irene Warschauer
Eric Wasserman
Richard and Nancy Williamsen
Jeff Yee
Donald and Gloria Yost
Roger Young and Sharon Ball

Carol Brown, Ph.D
James Kirstein
Dean Simonton, Ph.D.
Thomas and Hedda Smithson

Cynthia Belgum, D.D.S. and Gerrit Platenkamp, Ph.D.
Douglas Clark
John H. and Lois M. Crowe, PhDs.
Richard Fathy and Joan Burke
John and Jeanette Finney
Carl and Stacy Gould
William Green, M.D. and Martin Palomar
John and Lynn Hancock
James Kergan
Theodore and Kathleen McCade
Susan McClatchy
Susan McGinty
David McKie
Kim Silvers and Sheila Cardno
Suzanne Trimble
Drs. Geerat J. and Edith Z. Vermeij
Buzz Wiesenfeld
Timothy and Susan Wilson
United Way California Capital Region

Raymond Porter
Matthew Powell
Susan Prince and James Ricker
Charles Robuck
Peter and Molly Ross
Christopher Russell and David Camozzi
Anita Scuri and James Simon
Kuppe Shankar, M.D. and Shaku Shankar
Francis Sheehan and Paula Huber
Robert and Adrian Shelton
John Skarstad
Stanley and Blanche Skubic
Martha Stiles
Laurie Stinson and Karin Miklos
Walter and Ann Stone
Anthony and Joan Stone
Shiro and Asuka Suzuki
Tony Tsai, M.D. and Julie Steiner, M.D.
Brian and Karen Vikstrom
Jennifer Warun
Howard S. and Laurie Webb
Steven and Andrea Weiss
Richard K. and Ursula M. Wertz
Martha West
Brian Witt and Vivian Long
Danny Yen, M.D.
Ayers Giving Fund
Balanced Body, Inc.
Runyon Saltzman & Einhorn, Inc.
Schwab Fund for Charitable Giving
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Tower Circle $1,500+
Jack and Karin Aguilar
Ruth Alexander
Bena and Karimi Arao
Paul and Constance Batterson
Lorelei Bayne Yacur
Robert and Susan Benedetti
Herum and Anna Lee Bjork
Ruth Blank and Chris Spanos
Sandra Blazer
Troy Bowers and Susan Calhoun
John and Annie Bowler
Laura M. Boyer
Terry and Karen Brown
Lucy Bunch
James Burton
Max and Brookes C. Byrd
Kent and Susan Calfee
Justine Cameron
John Caramagno
Virginia Carder
John and Suzanne Casazza
Bruce and Andrea Ceniceros
Robert Chad
Bradley Chipps, M.D.
Faye Sargent Choate
Andrea Clark and Jason Bone
Ronald Clendenen, J.D., Ph.D.
Jim Collin
Barbara Colton
Kenneth Coulter
Douglass Crawford
Kristen Lee Dahl
Marian Dalsey, M.D.
Michael and Miriam Dalton
Robert Daniels
Rocco and Tensie Davis
Sally J. Davis and E. Jane White
Teresa Deatherage Brown
Richard and Trudy DeFelice
Anita DuPratt
Fran Eldredge
Marya Endriga, Ph.D.
William and Theresa F. Ezaki
Robert and Eleanor Fairclough

Michele Faura and Tom Forrester
Darron James Flagg and Maria Mba Wright Flagg, MD
Robert and Suzanne Fletcher
Scott and Samia Foster
Kelly Freitas
Melody Friberg
Catherine Fujimori
Elena Gelfand, M.D.
Raminder Gill, M.D. and Amardeep Gill, D.D.S.
James E. Goodnight
Ann Haas, M.D.
Chris and Jennifer Halm
Nancy Hardaker
Jack Heinsius
Bruce Hester and Elfrena Foord
Laurence and Elizabeth Hill
Frederick and Tieu-Bich Hodges
Peter and Karen Holmes
Paul Hubert
Gordon and Mary Hunt
Kristina Ishihara
Harold and Laura Jackson
Gloria Jacobson
Richard Jenkins
Tobi Lynn Jones
Benjamin Keh, M.D. and Patricia Gee, M.D.
Esther Kerster
Alex Klistoff, M.D.
Roger and Judith Kohlmeier
Chun-Lien Lai
Philip and Carol Laird
Julie Langston
Billie-Jean Lee
Katherine Gaffey Lehman
Douglas and Judith Lewis
Kate Lindberg
Charles and Dore Lindquist
Barbara Linthicum
Irvin and Linda Lownes
Michael and Renee Malaki
Susan Mann, Ph.D.
Dave Manske
Roberta Marlowe, Ph.D.
Toby Marsh and Larry Edgemon

Pat and Leigh Mastrantonio
Kevin and Cheryl Mather
Steven and Marcia Maurer
David and Julie Maxwell-Jolly
John and Joan McFarland
JoAnne McNabb
Howard Melamed
Kenneth and Cassandra Mennemeier
Ken Miller and Enid Morris
Loel Miller and Patricia Miller-Fee
Mimi Miller
William Morris
Kathleen Mossburg
Beth A. Mullen
Lawrence Mullnix
Todd and Tammy Murray
Ken Nather and Wendell Alderson
Gary and Linda Noland
Beverly Norton
David and Renee Panec
Siobhan Parry and Anna Macias
Jay Piercy
Richard Plant, Ph.D.
Diane Plumlee and Michael van den Akker
Les and Sue Polgar
Gail Prib
Brian Rea
Susan Regan
Jeremy Robinson
Robert and Shirley Rosenberg
Christopher Rumery
Jeff and Margie Runquist
Christopher and Patty Ryan
Joseph and Barbara Sammut
Keith and Marilyn Sanders
Howard and Eileen Sarasohn
John Scadding
Sidney and Patrice Scudder
John and Mary Seabury
James Shaffrath
Isabel Shaskan
George Siller and Juliana Morotti
Harold and Pam Singer
Howard Slyter, M.D. and Marjorie Ginsburg

Grants
Acton Family Giving
America Amplified
Catto Shaw Foundation
North Valley Community Foundation
Sacramento Metropolitan Cable Television Commission
Sierra Health Foundation
Solutions Journalism Network
Teichert Foundation
The California Arts Council
The California Health Care Foundation
The City of Sacramento Office of Arts and Culture
The Corporation for Public Broadcasting
The GroundTruth Project
The James Irvine Foundation

Kathryn Smith
Jacqueline Snyder
Mary Spitzer
Christine Sproul
Eileen Stearman
Miles Stern and Harriet Steiner
Melody Tate
Leonard and Viktoria Tozier
Keith and Cassandra Underwood
Ronald Vargas
John Vera
Cecilia and Linton Von Beroldingen
Donna Waterman
Miriam Wells
Annette Wimmer and Dale Terry
Kenneth and Sharon Winter
Patricia Wong and Thomas Craven
Tom Woods
Paul and Joanne Wurschmidt
Tohru Yamanaka
Richard and Jane Zeiger
Jay L.M. and Carri Cummings Ziegler
Consolidated Communication Foundation
Gabilan Fund of the Sacramento Region Community  Found.
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
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Corporate Sponsorship $5,000+

ABC 10
Academy Stay
Almond Board of California
American Pistachio Growers
Andis Winery
Arareity Jewelers
Black Rock Automotive
Bonney Plumbing Heating & Air
Boutin Jones Inc.
Broadway at Music Circus
CA Cattle Council
CA Department of Water Resources
CA Privacy Protection Agency
CA Wine Education Foundation
Cal Fire
Cal Hope
Cal Recycle
Calaveras Visitors Bureau
California American Water
California Rice Commission
Caltrans
Capital Stage
Capitol Beer and Tap Room
Casa de Espanol
CASA Sacramento
CA State Library
Center for the Arts
Chanticleer
Christian Brothers High School
City of Sacramento Department of Utilities
City Year
Clean California
Comcast Cable Communications
CSUS College of Business
CSUS College of Continued Education
D & S Development, Inc.
DeCamilla Capital Management
Delfino Madden LLP
Doctors Medical Center
Downey Brand LLP
Elk Grove Subaru

Emanuel Medical Center
Emporium Presents
Estelle Bakery & Patisserie
European Sleep Design
Famous Kabob
Ferguson Showroom
Five Star Bank
Fortune School of Education
Friends of Sac Library Book Den
Gallo Center for the Arts
GEI Consultants
Ginger Elizabeth Chocolates
Golden 1 Center Direct
Golden 1 Credit Union
Green Acres Nursery & Supply
Happy Tails Pet Sanctuary
Indigo, Hammond & Playle Arch
Integrated Resources Group
Kershaw Talley Barlow
Kitchen Mart
Lasher Elk Grove Subaru
Leisure Care LLC
Live Nation
Mansours Rug Gallery
Modesto Symphony Orchestra
Mondavi Center UC Davis
NuScale Power
Old Sugar Mill
Pacific Gas & Electric Company
Pacific Library Partnership
Pioneer Community Energy
Raise a Child Inc.
Regional Water Authority
Relles Florist
River City Bank
Rothschild Wishek & Sands LLP
Sacramento Ballet
Sacramento County Waste Management and Recycle
Sacramento Jazz Education Foundation
Sacramento Municipal Utility District
Sacramento Natural Food Co-Op

Sacramento Region Community Foundation
Sacramento Youth Symphony
Safe Credit Union
San Diego & Imperial County Community Colleges
SBL Entertainment
SEIU-UHW
Shaw Law
Shibatani Group, Inc.
Sierra Moon Goldsmiths
Sierra Nevada Brewing Company
Simple Traditions
Slaters Home Furnishings
Spring Education Group
Sutter Health
The Hearing Solution
UC Davis Give Day
UC Davis Health System
UC Davis School of Veterinary Medicine
Umpqua Bank
UOP McGeorge School of Law
Visions in Education
Visit Modesto
Washington Commons
WEAVE
Western Health Advantage
Westervelt Ecological Services
Wilke Fleury LLP
Yolo County Office of Education
Yuba Water Agency

CapRadio receives funding from organizations that believe in supporting our public service mission. 
Public media sponsorship elevates brands, building connection and credibility with audiences who value 
businesses that demonstrate corporate social responsibility through their association with CapRadio.
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Legacy Circle

Clayton W.* and Elaine M.* Abrams
Dorrit E. Ahbel, M.D.
Jacqueline A. Amos
Roberta T. Anderson*
Thom and Elizabeth Atkins
Linda A. Atoms*
Harris Ault*
K. Kevyne Baar, Ph.D.
Ann L. Baer*
Anna Bagniewska*
Jarrod Baniqued
Carole Wolff Barnes
James Barnhart*
Patrick and Elizabeth Bell
Barbara and Bruce Berg
Robert C. Bielenberg
Wayne Bladholm*
Phyllis J. Bokan*
Patricia J. Bonstetter
Russell Bowlus and Naomi B. Kalman
Linda Brandenburger
Meg Brimlow*
Norma Brink
Barbara J. Brown
Donald W. Brown*
Jeanne Brown
The Brunner Family
Richard K. Buell*
Charles E.* and Phoebe* Burdg
Nicholas F.* and Debra L. Burnett
George Calderon and Sharan Fleming
Lura Calvert*
Christopher and Janet L. Carr
John W. and Sarah P. Carroz
Susan V. Carson
Shirley B. Carter
Frank and Pennie L. Chwalowski
Douglas Clark*

James A. and Janet A. Collins
Richard and Maisie Conrad
Peter and Barbara Conroy
Franklyn R. Cook
Leigh Coop and Peter Feeley
Sterling Dalatri
Richard and Myra Davis
Dolores De Carli
James L. and Kathleen M. Deeringer
Tom and Sandra Denny
Charles and Marian Derby
Lonnie and LeeAnn Dickson
Donald Dorfman
Marilyn J. Dorsey*
Harry James Drennan, Jr.*
William J. and Jonaca K. Driscoll
Michael B. Duncan (in honor of William Clark*)
Susan K. Edling
Patricia D. Elliott*
Lois Engel*
Rick L. and Linda Laird Eytcheson
Mary C. Fallon and Lance Berquist
Heather Fargo and Alan Moll
Marlene A. Ferrero
Daniel J. and Sherry L. Fields
Jaye Floyd*
Fr. J. Patrick Foley
Hoshi Fujioka*
Robert Poeschel and Barbara Gardner
Thomas L. Gentry*
Arthur L.* and Phoebe* German
Steven A. Goldstein
Henry A. Goodman
Charley Cross and Julie L. Greene
Judy R. Guinn
Jim and Cathy Haagen-Smit
Sharon E. Hack
John and Kara Halligan
Ralph T. Hanson*
James G. Harding
Edwin H. Harper*
Dave Harzoff
Paul W.* and Barbara M.* Haugland
Kathleen Henry
Mia Hershiser
Bruce Hester and Elfrena Foord
Marcia A. Hillary, Ph.D.

James and Gretchen L. Hinerman
Amos K. Hobby*
Roger N. Hoffman
Pat Hopper
Edward F. Huntley
Susan Irene*
Julia L. Jenness
Kelly Jones
Rev. Dr. Roger Jones
Scott C. Jones
Forrest and Patricia Junod
David D. Kassler
Alex Kelter and Maryann Misenhimer
James F. Kergan
Charlotte M. Keuscher*
Margaret Jost Khan
Edward Kilmartin IV
Dr. Candy Klaschus
Anna K. Kuhn, Ph.D.
John L. Kuster
Laureen Landau*
Nancy Lawrence* and Gordon Klein*
Susan Cochrane Levitsky
Peggy Lewis*
Arthur R. Lillicropp
Alistair and Linda Logie
Romulo I. and Roseanne M. Lopez
Diane M. Luther
David and Heather Lutz
Terri Lyn Malmgren
Maria A. Mange*
Patricia (Trish) Marsh-Levin
Diane McCall*
Sara and Mark McCarthy
Jim and Marilyn McCurdy
Steven P. McDonald*
Marjorie McGranahan*
Kennett and Cassandra Mennemeier
Cindy Milford
Michael Moerman*
Mimi Miller
Raymond C. Miller
Robert Michael Montgomery
Richard Morrison
Barbara Mortkowitz
Barbara Murphy
Todd A. and Tammy Murray

William T. Murray*
Larry P. Myers*
Patricia Nickelson*
Sue Noack
Jill North
Carol Brown and Carole Nutt
Barbara O’Connor
Mabel L. Pachl*
Ella Patricks
Benjamin L. Perry*
Roland H. Pesch and Kathleen Rosskopf
Diane Plumlee and Michael van den Akker
Souki Carol Powell
Dean Prigmore and Patrice Taylor
Susan D. Prince
Dale George Quadros
Barbara and Chris Ramm
Sharon Raney
Viswanath B. Raio and Katheryn A. Small
Joyce Ratner
Helen Renken*
David J. Abbott Trust
Ronald and Karen Ritchey
Ellen Robinson
James and Marilyn Rooke
Jan and Karin Rosati
Bob and Shirley Rosenberg
Chris Russell and David Camozzi
Inderjit K. Rye
Gordon Salter*
Maya Sands
Matthew and Christine F. Saul
Bill and Julia Schaw
Edward W.* and Eleonora W.* Schlies
S. Schneider
Paul Schnitt (in memory of his wife Virginia)
David and Patti Schwartz
Gordon V.*  and Susan Cowan* Scott
Mike Seither*
Nikhil and Anjulika Sharma
Lois Shelton
Byron D. Scher and Mrs. Linda B. Sher
Joanne I. Shields
Starr E. Shulman*
Sheila Cardno and Kim Silvers
Leslie Sinclair
Pat Slife

Robert J. Slobe
Howard Slyter and Marjorie Ginsburg
Hedda Smithson
Curtis C. Sproul
Charlotte S. Starn*
Diana Steele
Luella Steil*
Kurt W. Steiner
Peter Steinmetz
Donald P. Stephenson*
Stanley and Pamela O. Stewart
Stephen and Patricia Stoltz
Jan Summers
Thomas D. Swift*
Donna R. Tabaie
Jacqueline Taber
Harry* and Polly* Tarbell
James E. Thomas*
Marlys L. Thompson*
Robert G. Thompson
John L. Thorstenberg*
Hildegard M. Thurn*
Richard D. Tierney*
Steve and Barbara Tincher
Miles J. Treaster*
Randy Triezenberg and Mark Viviano
Carol Tucker*
Shirlee Tully
Nancy Kibbey
Sandy Underwood
Wayne G. Vasey*
James Pettit*
Melody and Rebecca Walden-Pound
Frank G. Washington
Mary Tobias Weaver
Diane Glass
Ruth Werner
Ms. Christine Westall
Lita Whitesel
Diana L. Williams
Lois Williams and Robert Schladale
Annette Wimmer and Dale Terry
Elizabeth “Bette” Worth
Carol A. York*
Andee M. Zetterbaum
Evelyn Zetterbaum*
Joel S. and Louise Zimmerman
Anonymous (91) 

Our Legacy Circle recognizes those who 
have included CapRadio in their will 
or estate plan. We are honored to have 
earned their support as they help build 
a bridge from one generation of public 
radio listeners to the next.

*denotes those who have passed
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